CONVERSATION WITH THE  REGENT.
the designs of the Parliament, and the modern fancies of a
-sham nobility. As soon as I perceived his suspicions I told
him so, and I added that, content with having done my duty
•as citizen and as his servitor, I would say no more on the
•subject. I kept my word. For more than a year I had not of
myself opened my mouth thereon. If he was sometimes
spoken to before me, and I could not keep quite silent without
being suspected of sulking or pique, I carelessly said something
indefinite, with as little meaning in it as possible, and calculated
to make us drop the subject.
Judge of my surprise, therefore, when as I was working as
usual one afternoon with the Regent, he interrupted me to
speak with bitterness of the Parliament. I replied with my
accustomed coldness and pretended negligence, and continued
my business. He stopped me, and said that he saw very well
that I would not reply to him concerning the Parliament. I
admitted it was true, and added that he must long since have
perceived this. Pressed and pressed beyond measure, I coldly
remarked that he could not but remember what I had said to
him of the Parliament both before and after his accession to
the Regency, that other counsels had prevailed over mine, and
that finding my opinions were misinterpreted by him, I had
resolved to hold my tongue, and had done so. As the subject
was now reopened I reminded him of a prophecy I had uttered
long before, that he had missed the opportunity of governing
the Parliament when he might have done so with a frown, and
that step by step he would allow himself to be conducted by
Ms easy-going disposition, until he found himself on the very
verge of the abyss; that if he wished to recover his position
he must begin at once to retrace his steps, or lose his footing
for ever!
Such strong words (from my mouth they had been rare of
late), pronounced with a slow, firm coldness, as though I were
indifferent to the course he might adopt, made him feel how
little capable I believed him of vigorous and sustained action,
and what trifling trouble I took to make him adopt my views.
Dubois, Argenson, and Law had also spoken to him, urging him

